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VISION 
 
The Cumberland Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 
developed a vision for how the Town will develop over the next 20 
years.  This vision is the guide for future land use development.  
The Goals & Objectives lay out how the vision will become reality 
over the next 20 year period.   
 
Cumberland’s history is an important component of the Town’s 
vision and a building block for how the community can continue to 
develop.  It is also important that the vision reflect the character and 
quality of life desired for 2030. 
 
The Cumberland Comprehensive Plan Vision is: 
 

The Town of Cumberland embraces its historic and cultural 
resources as well as its National Road heritage to thrive as a 

viable town built on small town values and charm while 
providing quality of life amenities desired by young 

professionals, families, and active adults through multi-modal 
access, sustainable practices, and intergovernmental 

cooperation. 
 

GOALS & OBJECTIVES 

Goal 1. Preserve and promote the National Road Heritage and Historic 
Old Town character to establish a strong community identity. 

 
Objective 1:   Preserve historic buildings through the 
enforcement of the Cumberland Historic Area Preservation 
Plan.  
 
Objective 2:  Increase awareness for Cumberland’s 
archeological, cultural, and historical resources and encourage 
preservation of historic structures and places through 
education, development of interpretive signage and community 
outreach opportunities. 
 
Objective 3:  Investigate heritage tourism opportunities in 
Cumberland tied to strong preservation planning as a form of 
economic development. 
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Objective 4:  Establishment of additional local historic districts 
or listing on the National Register of Historic Places where 
warranted to protect the Town’s significant and contributing 
structures.1 
 
Objective 5:  Study and inventory historic properties in Hancock 
County portion of town that could be restored and reused. 
 
Objective 6:  Identify transitional areas that require special 
corridor planning and establish design and/or architectural 
standards for the appropriate transition from historic structures 
to more contemporary development.  

 
Goal 2. Promote sustainable development practices to foster balanced 

growth. 
 

Objective 1:  Develop programs that promote energy efficient 
retrofits for both profit and nonprofit owned facilities. 
 
Objective 2:  Require sustainable design for new development 
by encouraging compact development and incorporation of low 
impact development and/or LEED best practices. 
 
Objective 3:   Focus new development on infill development 
and redevelopment over greenfield development. 
 
Objective 4:  Identify environmental resources, like 
floodplains, that should be protected from encroaching 
development. 
 
Objective 5:  Work with Hancock County to enforce ordinances 
to protect Buck Creek from pollution and reduce the number 
of septic systems within the floodplain.  
 
Objective 6:  Establish responsible growth and development 
policies to address priority growth areas, natural resource 
protection, utility extension and service, and to create an 

                                                           
1 Contributing and significant are classifications required under the laws regulating 
historic districts.  The terms define the historical or architectural integrity of the 
structure.     

Sustainable Development is 

development that 

considers the balance 

required to maintain the 

current conditions and 

ensure the survival of 

humans and nature 

through economic, social, 

and environmental 

requirements. 
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inventory of approved residential lots and the associated 
acreage. 
 
Objective 7:  Establish a policy for the annexation of land into 
the Town in accordance with the growth management policies 
established in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Objective 8:  Research and make recommendations to the 
Cumberland Town Council about impact fees. 
 
Objective 9:  Establish a Complete Streets policy for all new 
roads in Cumberland.  (Complete Streets definition can be 
found in the appendix.) 
 
Objective 10:  Review and update the Town’s Open Space 
ordinance to ensure it requires an adequate amount of open 
space in all new development projects, including non-
residential. 
 
Objective 11:  Review and update thoroughfare cross-sections 
to incorporate best practices for walkable community design. 
 
Objective 12:  Create connections between places (live, work, 
play) through improved pedestrian access to increase overall 
community walkability. 

 
Goal 3. Encourage quality employment opportunities for residents of 

Cumberland, Hancock County, and Warren Township. 
 

Objective 1:  Analyze the current office market in Cumberland 
and identify leakages and a possible niche(s), like technology. 
 
Objective 2:  Promote the development of a business park and 
expansion of service industries. 
 
Objective 3:  Inventory the Town’s broadband and other 
technology infrastructure and develop a plan to expand it to 
create a wireless community. 
 
Objective 4:  Pursue the expansion of educational facilities in 
Cumberland, including but not limited to university and college 

Cumberland needs to 

create more jobs and 

one option is a business 

park with buildings, 

similar to these. 
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commuter campuses, facilities to host classes, adult learning 
programs, and trade schools.  
 
Objective 5:  Increase higher education opportunities in the 
community to increase the percentage of college graduates in 
the Town through partnerships with education institutions, like 
the Polis Center at Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis and other organizations promoting educational 
advancement, like the Hancock Community Education Alliance. 

 
 

Goal 4. Continue to be known as visionaries that can get things done 
and establish a unified presence through inter-governmental 
partnerships to promote Cumberland, Indianapolis, Hancock 
County, and the region. 

 
Objective 1:  Establish agreements with Hancock County and 
Indianapolis that promote a more efficient delivery of service 
while reducing costs. 
 
Objective 2:  Establish the development of consistent 
development standards for East Washington Street/US 40 
among the Indianapolis, Cumberland, and Hancock County 
jurisdictions through partnerships. 
 
Objective 3:  Schedule regular meetings with Indianapolis, 
Cumberland, and Hancock County planners to discuss current 
trends and planning issues relevant to the other. 
 

Goal 5. Build a strong sense of community through community driven 
neighborhoods, parks, trails, and recreation opportunities. 

 
Objective 1:  Maintain and enhance the Town’s quality of life 
through historic and cultural preservation, development of 
family friendly events, and the expansion of the parks and trails 
system. 

 
Objective 2:  Design streets that are pedestrian oriented by 
providing safe places for people to walk and connect to trails. 

 

 

New West Gateway Entrance to 

Cumberland 
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Objective 3:  Promote open space preservation through the 
development of ordinances and minimum requirements for new 
developments. 

 
Objective 4:  Establish new architectural standards for 
residential and commercial development located off of US 40. 

 
Objective 5:  Promote a strong sense of community through 
continued community branding, establishment of new festivals 
and events, and encouraging volunteer opportunities. 

 
Objective 6:  Promote diverse housing options, providing for all 
stages of life, including but not limited to active adult 
communities, assisted living, condos and townhomes geared 
toward young professionals, and housing targeting empty 
nesters. 

 
Objective 7:  Require all new residential developments to have 
a home owners’ association.  It is encouraged the Home Owners 
Associations be professionally managed. 
 
Objective 8:  Engage in transit oriented development planning 
and ordinances with the City of Indianapolis for areas near bus 
lines or other types of transit. 
 
Objective 9:  Overhead utilities should be buried whenever 
possible.  

 
Goal 6. Maintain a safe transportation system and expand multi-

modal transportation facilities for the residents of 
Cumberland. 

 
Objective 1:  Promote the recommendations in the 
Thoroughfare Plan. 
 
Objective 2:   Encourage expanded transit opportunities like rail 
service to downtown Indianapolis. 
 
Objective 3:  Expand trail and pedestrian networks.  
 

 

Rendering of Wayfinding and Gateway 

Signage for the Town of Cumberland 

 

A “complete street” with a bike lane, 

sidewalk, and vehicular travel lanes. 

 

The Cumberland Pennsy Trail 

in use near Meijer. 
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Objective 4:  Develop a policy on traffic calming, addressing 
issues like speeding through neighborhoods and pedestrian 
safety. 
 
Objective 5:  Amend Subdivision Control Ordinance to require 
street trees for all new roads or roads being improved. 
 
Objective 6:  Ensure all infrastructure improvements, especially 
roads are context sensitive.  
 
Objective 7:  Adopt a transit oriented development ordinance 
to address development near the E. Washington Street transit 
corridor.  
 
Objective 8:  Promote the development of an access 
management plan for all collector and thoroughfares to provide 
for safe turning movements. 
 
Objective 9:  Require all new roads and sidewalks to connect to 
nearby or planned facilities.  New roads should provide an 
opportunity for connectivity through adjacent parcels. 
 
Objective 10:  Plan for how road improvements can be financed 
through developer contributions and/or impact fees to address 
the potential impact(s) to infrastructure by new developments. 
 
Objective 11:  Develop a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for 
Town infrastructure plans.  The CIP should address 
infrastructure, utility, and other major expenditures over a 5 – 
10 year period. (See Glossary in Appendix for definition). 
 
Objective 12: Research and develop a program for developers 
to pay into for sidewalks that are not critical connections at 
time of development to finance construction of other more 
important sidewalks. 
 
Objective 13:  Foster the continuation of the traditional grid 
pattern of streets in particular for arterial and collector streets.   

i. Extend Carroll Road to the north of US 40 to connect 
parcels east and west creating relief for southbound 
traffic on Buck Creek Rd. 

ii. Evaluate Buck Creek Road traffic flow options. 
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Goal 7. Encourage diverse housing choices for all levels of the market.  

 
Objective 1:  Promote housing options at all price-points for all 
life stages. 
 
Objective 2:  Consider non-traditional housing types, including 
but not limited to townhouses, granny flats, and patio homes.  
 
Objective 3:  Impacts of new residential development should be 
analyzed and considered prior to approval to ensure that any 
potential negative impacts can be addressed prior to 
development possibly in the form of impact fees.   

 
Goal 8. Promote the diversification of the Town’s tax base through the 

creation of development and redevelopment opportunities. 
 

Objective 1:  Identify potential niche markets for Cumberland. 
 
Objective 2:  Identify priority areas for redevelopment and new 
development. 
 
Objective 3:  Establish policy considerations for Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) and tax abatement. 
 
Objective 4:  Establish criteria for positive finding(s) of 
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan to guide decision 
makers.  These may include size, scale, and compatibility with 
community environment. 

 
Goal 9. Build strong public private partnerships to foster economic 

development opportunities. 
 

Objective 1:  Identify areas appropriate for public-private 
project(s). 
 
Objective 2:  Identify partners and their supporting interest 
groups and social networks. 
 
Objective 3:  Continue support of Hancock County Economic 
Development Council and the Indy Partnership. 
 

 

 

 

Housing Options for 

all states of Life and 

price points 

http://splaxon.com/news/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/AffordableHousing.jpg
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Objective 4:  Reinvigorate the Cumberland Chamber of 
Commerce or an equivalent entity.  
 

Goal 10. Continue to expand Quality of Life for residents of Cumberland 
through a strong community identity. 

 
Objective 1:  Promote Cumberland as a “Healthy Community” 
through expansion of the farmers market, establishment of 
community gardens and develop health and fitness programs.  
Construct the Buck Creek Trail with the section connecting to 
the Cumberland Pennsy Trail and 21st Trail being the highest 
priority. 
 
Objective 2:  Identify additional trail corridors to promote a 
Walkable Cumberland. 

 
Objective 3:  Cumberland Style Architecture standards for all 
types of development. 
 
Objective 4:  Adopt a tree preservation ordinance with 
guidelines on what trees should be preserved and mitigation 
requirements. 
 
Objective 5:  The Town shall actively purchase park land to 
expand the Town’s network of parks, trails, and other 
greenways. 
 
Objective 6:  Establish a “Mixed Use” zoning classification that 
includes form based standards. 
 
Objective 7:  Consider developing incentives for developers 
promoting the use of alternative modes of transportation (bus, 
walking, biking, etc) instead of a traditional automobile. 
 
Objective 8:  Develop financing mechanism to fund construction 
of sidewalk connections within Cumberland and in all ready 
developed areas. 
 
Objective 9:  Adopt a Town Street Light fixture that will be used 
on all public streets. 
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Objective 10:  Adopt lighting standards for all non-residential 
structures using the Dark Sky Initiative as a guide. 
 
Objective 11:  Update the Zoning and Subdivision Control 
Ordinances. 
 
Objective 12:  Upgrade town owned parks and properties to the 
standards developers are held to. 
 
Objective 13:  Partner with the City of Indianapolis to establish 
consistent development standards for E. Washington Street 
outside of the historic conservation district.  Consider standards 
for transit oriented development or village mixed-use.  
 
Objective 14:  Identify appropriate uses for the E. Washington 
Street corridor and work with the City of Indianapolis to exclude 
those not compatible with the transit vision for the corridor. 
 
Objective 15:  Develop and implement a marketing strategy for 
the Town of Cumberland promoting the town to businesses and 
developers. 
 
Objective 16:  Encourage youth engagement through 
establishment of an advisory committee or youth planning 
commission. 
 
Objective 17:  Establish a stronger online presence through the 
town website, Facebook, and other social media. 
 
Objective 18:  Study the possible consolidation of the Town and 
Buck Creek and/or Sugar Creek Township as a way to provide 
more efficient service delivery. 

 


